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Dorm Checklist: Living on campus

Things to bring from home

Electronics

☐  Laptop and charging cord

☐  Storage devices, such as external hard drive, memory cards, etc.

☐  Portable speakers or bluetooth speaker 

☐  Cords—HDMI, ethernet cables, etc.

☐  Surge protector

☐  Extension cords

☐  Headphones

☐  Laptop lock

Clothing

☐  Basic wardrobe 

☐  Warm coat

☐  Scarf, hat and mittens—depending on where you are moving to

☐  1 or 2 sets of business casual clothes

☐  1 formal outfit

☐  1 or 2 pairs of dress shoes

☐  Bathing suit

☐  Bathrobe

☐  Workout clothes

Toiletries

☐  Prescription medications

☐  Makeup

☐  Contact lens cleaner and cases

☐  Comb or brush

☐  Tweezers
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☐  Nail clippers

☐  Blow dryer, straightener, and/or curling iron

Important documents

☐  Car registration and insurance information

☐  Copy of birth certificate and social security number

☐  Passport

☐  Emergency contact information

☐  Financial aid documents

☐  Banking information and check book 

☐  Health and dental insurance documentation

☐  Shipping paperwork and bill of lading, if you are shipping any belongings

☐  A small lockbox to keep your documents secure

Other items

☐  Sports equipment

☐  Backpack

☐  Decorative lights

☐  Wall art, posters, and photos

☐  Plants
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Things to buy when you arrive 

General

☐  Bedside lamp

☐  Alarm clock

☐  Trash can 

☐  Storage bins

☐  Fan

☐  Dry-erase calendar

☐  Mini toolkit

☐  Removable picture hangers and hooks

Desktop and work needs

☐  Desk lamp

☐  Stapler and staples

☐  Paper—both lined and blank printer paper

☐  Pens, pencils, and highlighters in multiple colours 

☐  Notebooks

☐  Index cards—to use as flashcards

☐  Sticky notes

☐  Paper clips and binder clips

☐  Rubber bands

☐  Tape

☐  Scissors

☐  Ruler

☐  Calculator

☐  Thumb tacks

☐  Desktop organization tools

Things to buy when you arrive 
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Toiletries

☐  Pain relievers 

☐  Vitamins

☐  Basic first-aid kit

☐  Shower caddy

☐  Shower shoes

☐  Shampoo and condition

☐  Soap

☐  Hair products

☐  Toothpaste and brush

☐  Dental floss

☐  Razor and shaving cream

☐  Lotion and moisturizers

☐  Toilet paper

☐  Thermometer

☐  Earplugs

☐  Sleep mask

☐  Tissues

Linens and laundry

☐  Stain remover

☐  Dryer sheets

☐  Laundry detergent

☐  Pillows

☐  Mattress pad (optional)

☐  Comforter or duvet
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☐  Sheets and pillowcases—2 sets are usually recommended 

☐  Throw blankets

☐  Decorative pillows

☐  Towels—2 bath towels as well as 3-4 face clothes and hand towels. 

☐  Laundry hamper—one that’s easy to carry to and from the laundry room.

☐  Mini sewing kit 

Small appliances

☐  TV and DVD or Blu-ray player

☐  Coffee maker

☐  Kettle

☐  Microwave

☐  Toaster

☐  Toaster oven

☐  Mini fridge

Household and kitchen items

☐  Oven mitts

☐  1 set of dishes

☐  1 or 2 sets of silverware

☐  Mug and/or travel mug

☐  Can and bottle opener

☐  Towels and cloths

☐  Dish soap

☐  Paper towels

☐  Wet wipes

☐  Trash bags
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☐  All-purpose cleaner

☐  Plastic sandwich bags

☐  Food storage containers

☐  Air freshener/room spray

Other

☐  Flashlight

☐  Duct tape

☐  Playing cards
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